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Purpose and Aim
The Planetary Science Archive (PSA) aims to

Give archive preparation support to data providers
Coordinate the preparation, design and implementation of the long-term 
preservation of data
Guarantee data preservation of ESA’s planetary missions
Distribute scientific and engineering spacecraft and instrument data to 
the world-wide scientific community
Offer data services to the community using available technologies
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Access the archive via 
http://www.rssd.esa.int/psa

After having read the 
information node, get the 
JAR package to start the 
PSA



PSA follows the Planetary Data 
System (PDS) Standard

PSA Nomenclature

Data Product

Data Set

Release

4 Different Views on the PSA

‘Login/Register’ View

‘Query Specification’ View

‘Latest Result’ View

‘Shopping Basket’ View

No restrictions on the login

Query Panel

Combination of query panels 
allows to phrase and detail your 
search

Open query panels are ‘AND’ed 
into one search



Data Set Query Panel

Use, if you want to 
query against top-level 
parameters, as

Mission Name

Release Date

Producer Name

Planetary Feature and 
Target Query Panel

use, if you want to query 
against lat/long and feature 
names



Mission related query panels allow you to 
search for 

Spacecraft related parameters

Instrument related parameters



Different details of the query 
results can be viewed

Instrument Info
Geometrical Info
Icons
Other Info



Enlarge the icon by mouse selection …



Select your products in the 
‘Latest Results’ panel and 
move them into the 
Shopping Basket

Within the ‘Shopping Basket’, order 
your data.



Select the delivery options 
and confirm your order.

Your order will be packed 
and provided to you on the 
PSA ftp server. An email 
will inform you on the 
details.



Comments, Idea, Improvements, …

Conclusion

Via the PSA Helpdesk

psahelp@rssd.esa.int

PSA is the official Mars Express archive and ESA offers data 
services (query, pre-view, selection, ordering) to the science 
community.
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