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﻿For each cell, the Slope tool calculates the maximum rate of change in value from that cell to its neighbors. 
Basically, the maximum change in elevation over the distance between the cell and its eight neighbors  
the steepest downhill descent from the cell. Conceptually, the tool  a plane to the z-values of a 3 x 3 cell 
neighborhood around the processing or center cell. The slope value of this plane is calculated using the 
average maximum technique (Burrough et al., 1998). The direction the plane faces is the aspect for the 
processing cell. The lower the slope value, the  the terrain; the higher the slope value, the steeper the 
terrain.
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The Mars Global Surveyor spacecraft entered its low altitude mapping orbit on February 4, 1999, and 
since then has been tracked continuously by the Deep Space Network (DSN). The radiometric tracking 
data and the Mars Orbiter Laser Altimeter (MOLA) data have been used in the derivation of geopotential 
solutions in spherical harmonics. 
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