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Solar Orbiter, a candidate M-class mission in ESA’s Cosmic Vision 
programme to be carried out in collaboration with NASA and primed 
by EADS Astrium UK, has the objective of sending a spacecraft to 
monitor and observe the sun, using a suite of advanced 
scientific instruments at a proximity never before achieved. 
In doing so, scientists hope to learn more about our 
home star and usher in the next era in solar science
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